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WHOõs WHO 

Team Rector Vacant   

Team Vicar  Catherine Mitchell  01902 677897  

Licensed Lay Minster Jan Humphries 01902 661275 

      

Pastoral Care Tracey Bate 01902 680727 

Worship Leader Suzanne Bradley 01902 880055 

Youth Leader Laura Robinson 01902 678572 

PCC Secretary Chris Williams 01902 672880 

Parish Office 
information baptisms, weddings, 

funerals and hall bookings. 

Gail Griffiths 

  
01902 540289 

Parish Wardens 
Keith Tomlinson 

John Anderson 

01902 673366 

01902 677666 

Treasurer John Anderson 01902 677666 

Caretaker Dave Bell 07933 204132 

Server / Verger Len Millard 01902 676339 

Junior Church Barbara Price 01902 676591 

Brownies Heather Churm 01902 674709 

Ladiesõ Society Geraldine Baker 01902 674608 

Menõs Society Roger Berry 01902 881374 

Mothersõ Union Liz Williams 01902 672880 

Noahõs Ark 

Parent & Toddler Group 
Linda Edwards 01902 672556 

Rainbows Liz Naylor 07827 629648 

Web Editor Martin Jones 01902 884461 

Youth Group Laura Robinson 01902 678572 

Bell Ringer Keith Williams  01902 672585  

Organist  Martin Platts  07941 173252  
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DIARY DATES FOR JULY -AUGUST 2017  

Dates for Diary  

 

 

Funerals  

9th June - Marjorie Holloway - Gornal Wood  

13th June - Doris Sheldon - Gornal Wood 

15th June - Dorothy Joan Gough - Gornal Wood 

15th June - Gillian Mary Andrews - All Saints' 

22nd June - John Greathead - Gornal Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Summer Concert will take place on Saturday 1st July at All Saints' 

Church.  Tickets are £8 per person which can be obtained from Liz, Tony 

or Gail (01902 540289).  This replaces the Summer Fayre which normally 

place. The concert starts at 7.30pm with music which will cover Classical, 

Pop, Vivaldi, Karl Jenkins and Simon and Garfunkel. 

 

Junior Church Festival will take place on the 2nd July at 10.30am at All 

Saints'. 

 

Mothers' Union 

July 4th - 2.30pm - Cream Tea 

July 18th - 7.15pm Communion - Lipservice or Action - rosemary Moss 

 

Fair Trade Stall - 9th July 

 

Ladies Society - July 3rd - The Coseley Tragedy - Anne Clarke 
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Holy Days and Commemorations for July  

 

1st July St. Theobald - choosing God, not money 

2nd July St. John Francis Regis ð patron saint for relief workers 

3rd July St. Thomas the Apostle ð confused and doubting 

4th July St. Elizabeth of Portugal - compassion for prostitutes 

7th July St. Boisil of Melrose - patron saint for ordinands? 

7th July St. Willibald ð the first ever Anglo-Saxon travel writer 

11th July St. Benedict - author of the famous Rule 

14th July St. Camillus de Lellis - patron of the sick 

15th July St. Swithun (or Swithin) - saint for a rainy day 

16th July St. Helier ð losing a loved one to violence 

19th July St. Macrina the Younger ð a sister in a million 

22nd July St. Mary Magdalene ð the woman with a past 

22nd July St. Mary Magdalene - patron of repentant sinners 

25th July St. James the Apostle - apostle to Spain 

25th July St. James the Great 

25th July St. Christopher - patron saint of motorists 

27th July The Seven Sleepers of Ephesus 

30th July William Wilberforce, Olaudah Equiano & Thomas Clarkson 

31st July St. Joseph of Arimathea ð the man who buried Jesus  
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Letter from the Bishop Of Dudley  
By Bishop Graham  

 

For the past year I have been serving on the board of the Human Tissue 

Authority, the body that regulates organisations that remove, store and 

use human tissue for research, medical treatment, post-mortem examina-

tion, education and training, and display in public. They also give approval 

for organ and bone marrow donation from living people. I have become 

increasingly fascinated by its work and the many ethical questions that 

arise as medical science advances what is possible. 

 

Part of my role, along with other board members, is to give the final ap-

proval for living organ donations, having ascertained that the donation is 

being given without reward, coercion or duress - all of which are illegal in 

the UK. The donor also needs to be capable of giving informed consent, 

having understood what the procedure involves and its consequences. 

There are often incredibly inspiring stories such as a husband giving a 

kidney to his wife, or a work colleague donating to someone across the 

office. There are also people who choose to donate a kidney or liver 

lobe altruistically to someone who they do not know, and will likely nev-

er meet or know anything about. 

 

Recently I read a report submitted to the HTA for such a donation. It 

was an older person who decided that she would mark a significant 

birthday, not by receiving presents but by giving to someone else. Her 

Christian faith had inspired her, in thankfulness to God for good health 

and so many opportunities, to offer to donate one of her kidneys to a 

complete stranger. 

 

This would not be the choice of everyone, and many people might not 

be physically or psychologically fit to proceed, but it made me reflect up-

on how important it is to be people of gift. 

http://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/author/bishop-graham/
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If we believe that everything we have, including our bodies, comes from 

God, then offering to donate in life and in death is part of our good 

stewardship. Donation then becomes an incredible gift of love as ôfreely 

you have received, freely giveõ (Matthew 10.8) and it furthers our Chris-

tian calling to bring healing, motivated by compassion, mercy and priori-

tising the needs of others. 

 

Some people choose to be blood donors, thus contributing to the 7000 

units of blood that are needed each day by the NHS; red blood cells, 

platelets and plasma are all needed to save lives. Others choose to do-

nate bone marrow. Others register to be an organ donor when they die 

so that the 6,900 or so people who at any one time are waiting for a 

transplant might be given an incredible gift. The sad reality is that there 

arenõt enough donors; in 2015, 429 patients died while on the active 

waiting list for a transplant and a further 807 were removed because 

they became too ill. 

 

It can take some bravery to have that difficult conversation with family 

members to explain that when you die you would like to be an organ 

donor. That conversation is, however, really crucial. If this is your prefer-

ence, do register - by signing up to the Organ Donation Register - and 

carry an organ donation card, but also have that conversation today so 

that your family understand your wishes to bring life and health to oth-

ers if something were to happen to you. 

 

Life is an incredible gift. Donation in life, and in death, gifts to others lots 

more life in all its fullness. 

Growing up  

Your child has started growing up when he stops asking you where he 

came from and starts refusing to tell you where he's going 
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Interfaith Picnic at Holland House  
Sam Setchell  

 

An interfaith picnic takes place at Holland House in July 

On Sunday 2 July, retreat house Holland House, will host its 2nd inter-

faith picnic. Last year around 100 people from nine different faiths came 

together to enjoy the picnic. People of all ages enjoyed a vegan buffet and 

English cream tea along with traditional music from the faiths present. 

The picnic is a joint project between Holland House and the Worcester-

shire Interfaith Forum. Warden of Holland House, Ian Spencer said: òOur 

hope is to create an opportunity for people of faith to sit with each oth-

er and meet together in a very social way. It is also important for us to 

show that people of faith respect each otherõs tradition and that we get 

on!ó 

 

Haris Saleem, president of the Worcester Muslim Welfare Association, 

said: òItõs really important for the different communities in Worcester to 

get together and understand one another better. If we have better un-

derstanding, I believe we become better citizens.ó 

 

Faiths represented at last yearõs picnic were Bahaõi, Buddhist, Christian, 

Jewish, Hindu, Sikh, Quaker, Unitarian and Muslim. Alongside the food and 

music there was also a bouncy castle and games for the children to en-

THANKYOU  
 

Thank you to one and all for your support by buying my cards, chutneys 
and preserves. 
 
I have raised £400, which I have donated to the Snowdrop chemo thera-
py unit at New cross Hospital. 
 
If you require a card just let me know. Iõm usually at the 10:30 service or 
tell the Wardens, Keith or John, at All Saints. 
 
Thanks Pauline  

http://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/author/sam-setchell/
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Spree West Midlands  
Sam Setchell  

 

Spree West Midlands 2017 is taking place on Saturday 15 & Sunday 16 Ju-

ly and is a camping and activity weekend open to all young people aged 8

-15 at Lenchwood Christian Centre. 

 

The programme includes sessions looking at the Christian faith in a fun 

and interactive way. This is the second year for Spree WM, and here are 

some of the comments on last yearõs camp: 

 

òIt was the calmest camp Iõve ever been on and the sunniest I think!! We 

all had fun, adults and kids - please pass on my thanks - the spiritual slot 

leaders completely nailed it - God was at work in our gangõs lives.ó 

òWe were so encouraged with the growth and participation of our 

young people and are hoping to start a Youth Alpha over the summer as 

a result of Spree. Thank you so much!ó 

 

òIt was great to see the group come together and encourage one anoth-

er in all the activities both spiritual and physical. It gave us time as leaders 

to engage with the kids and have fun together.ó 

 

òYoung people loved the rapping and mentioned they didnõt realise this 

Christian event would be like that. They were surprised - in a good way!ó 

Please pray for a safe, sunny and happy weekend with lots of young peo-

ple joining in with all the group sessions and activities. We pray that 

through this weekend young people may draw closer to God and be in-

spired to follow Jesus in their daily lives. 

http://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/author/sam-setchell/
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Mothersõ Union 

 
Wendy Pettit came to speak to our afternoon meeting in June about ôLife 

on a Nigerian Missionõ. Her husband David, who happens to be our Dioc-

esan Treasurer, was an engineer in his working life. In the 1970õs he and 

the family went out to Nigeria where he worked on building a new Bai-

ley Bridge. Life on the mission where they were was quite basic. 

 

No modern kitchen for the people who lived there, just an open air one 

consisting of a bench covered by a roof. The power came on for a few 

hours in the evening when the ironing could be done. The roads were 

poor and it was a long journey to the shops and doctorõs. Many of the 

people lived in mud huts. There were the bugs, some harmless but others 

dangerous, and the different foods they and the children had to get use 

to. We were able to build a picture of what life was like there from Wen-

dyõs photographs of people and places. Sadly Wendy and Davidõs little girl 

died from an infection while they were out there and Wendy spoke of 

the kindness shown to them by the Nigerians at that tragic time. 

    

We are having a Coffee Morning in church from10.30am to 12.30pm on 

Friday 11th August to raise funds for the AFIA project. ôAway From It Allõ 

provides holidays and days out for people experiencing difficulties in 

their family life and who would not otherwise be able to have a holiday. 

Holidays take different forms suitable to the families; caravan and holiday 

camps are popular but other families benefit from days out.  

 

We have been invited to the Mary Sumner Day Service on Saturday 5th 

August at 11am, at Holy Trinity, Amblecote. This will be followed by a light 

lunch. We are made very welcome and those members who have been in 

previous years enjoyed the service and fellowship over lunch. Please let 

me know if you will be going as I need to let Amblecote have some idea 

of numbers for catering. If any members need a lift please let me know. 
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Dates: 

 

4th July   2.30pm  Cream Tea 

18th July  7.30pm  ôLipservice or Actionõ, Rosemary Moss 

5th Aug   11.00am Mary Sumner Day Service at Holy Trinity,  

      Amblecote 

11th Aug  10.30am MU Coffee Morning in aid of AFIA 

5th Sept   2.15pm  Communion followed by Liz Green 

6th Sept   7.00pm  Deanery Festival, St Markõs, Pensnett 

          

Liz Williams  

 

 

Outing to Trentham Gardens  

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are organising a trip to Trentham Gardens on Thursday 3rd August, 

leaving Vicar Street at 9.30am. The cost is £19. 

Anyone wishing to go please contact Liz Williams,  

 

01902 672880 
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